	EARLY WARNING BULLETIN FOR FOOD SECURITY
No. 2015/11                   IN THE GAMBIA            Period: August 11-20, 2015


	        [image: image1.png]


  Government of The Gambia
	Produced and Published by The Gambia National Multidisciplinary Working Group
Focal Point: Department of Water Resources

TEL: (+220) 4227631 / 4224122 / 8905229 - FAX: (+220) 422 50 09   
E-MAIL: dwr@mofwrnam.gov.gm  /  WEB: www.mofwrnam.gov.gm 
	[image: image2.png]





1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION
The average surface position of the ITD (imaginary line separating south-westerly humid winds from north-easterly cold dry winds) fluctuated over central Mauritania, northern Mali and onto central Niger.

Dry and stable atmosphere prevailed to the north of the ITD with dust haze patches observed mainly over northern Mauritania. On the other hand, clouds convective activities prevailed to the entire south of the ITD including the Senegambia region resulting to the rains experienced during the dekad.

1.2 WEATHER   SUMMARY   FOR THE   GAMBIA 

Variably cloudy and humid atmosphere prevailed with thunderstorms and rains especially during the latter parts of the dekad.

1.3 WEATHER   OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (21st – 31st August 2015)

Variably cloudy and humid atmosphere is expected to prevail with likelihood of strong winds and thunderstorms and rains during the period.
2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
The rainfall situation during this dekad has improved pretty much countrywide, especially in the Western Parts of the country, where recorded dekadal totals were between 95.1mm over Banjul to 232.7mm over Sibanor. In the Middle Third of the country, amounts varied between 122.8mm over Kaur, to 192.6mm over Sapu; whilst in the Eastern Third dekadal amounts were 115.2mm and 142.5mm over Fatoto and Basse respectively. (Figure1a). This situation is favourable for both crops and livestock but would hamper  as field man-days will be seriously affected reducing weeding activities which is the main preoccupation of most if not all farmers in the country during this period. 
Seasonal rainfall totals recorded as of 20th August shows the Western Third leading with Kerwan recording a seasonal total of 711.5 (highest throughout the country so far), and Banjul recording the lowest total in this region (281.9mm). In the Middle Third Sapu recorded the highest of 678.2mm, whilst Kaur recorded 356.7mm. In the Eastern Third the totals recorded were 462.8mm over Fatoto and 548.4mm over Basse. (Figure1b).
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      Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 11th –20th August 2015.
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  Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2015 – August 20th 2015.

2.2 RAINFALL COMPARISMS
The Country average as of 20th August 2015, stand at 518.4mm, 56% above the country average for last year (20th August 2014; 331.6mm), and 13.6% above the long term mean (1981-2010; 30 year period: 456.0mm). This situation depicts that the country has already registered an above normal rainfall as at end of this dekad 
2.3 Temperature


Average temperatures recorded during this dekad varied between 26 oC and 27 oC throughout the Country except in Fatoto in the Eastern Third which recorded an average of 29oC. Maximum temperatures were between 33oC and 33oC over the entire country except over Fatoto (42oC).
 2.4 Winds

Winds were light/moderate to strong during the dekad. Strong winds ranging from 55km/h in the Eastern Third, and 64km/h in the Middle Third to 83km/h in the Western Third. These strong winds resulted to some structural damages countrywide particularly in the Western Third.
2.5 Sunshine Duration
Due to increased cloud coverage during the dekad, sunshine duration on average has reduced considerably ranging from 2hours of sunlight in the Eastern Third to 5hours maximum in the Middle Third. This would affect crop development and growth as there will be less light for photosynthesis and as well it would not help weeding as grasses will not dry. It would also take longer periods for washed clothes to get dry.
2.6 Relative Humidity

Highest average relative humidity across the country was over 80%. This increased level of moisture content in the atmosphere coupled with high temperatures favors rainfall occurrence but it’s potential for flooding and prevalence of malaria and also unfavorable for asthmatic patients.   
3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

WEST COAST REGION

N/A
NORTH BANK REGION

There is great improvement in this Region like all other Regions, rainfall situation in this dekad is almost on a daily basis as a result, crops are doing well as well as vegetation. Replanting of crops like groundnut took place due to poor germination of some fields for this particular crop (groundnut). Planting is going on for cowpea and there is still high demand for cowpea seeds. Weeding is in progress for almost all the crops but due to frequent rains, weeding has become a major problem for farmers in this Region
LOWER RIVER REGION
Main agricultural activity in this Region is weeding for groundnut and cereal crops (80% completed). Like in other Regions there is still planting of cowpea. Flowering and pegging is taking place in some groundnut fields. Flooding in the Lowland fields affected some nurseries in the rice fields in Kuntaur Fulla Kunda. However; on a general assessment the season is promising in this Region.
CENTRAL RIVER REGION SOUTH

N/A
UPPER RIVER REGION
Crops are well established in this Region and the main activity by farmers is weeding. There is still planting for cowpea and watermelon. The season is expected to be good in this Region should the existing weather condition continue till mid October.
4.1 COMMODITY PRICES
 Table2:  Commodity Average Prices per KG (in Dalasis) of selected markets (3rd week of August 2015
	Comodities
	Banjul
	Bakau
	Serekunda
	Brikama
	Tipper Garage
	Bansang
	KerrPateh
	Farafenni
	Brikamaba
	Sami
	Wassu
	Average

	CEREALS   

	Maize
	24.50
	23.90
	21.90
	23.60
	22.15
	N/A
	15.00
	17.00
	14.50
	15.00
	14.65
	19.22

	 Millet
	25.10
	23.30
	23.90
	24.10
	22.37
	17.02
	15.00
	17.00
	15.00
	15.00
	14.00
	19.25

	Sorghum
	23.80
	22.30
	21.80
	28.10
	27.67
	N/A
	15.00
	16.00
	13.00
	14.75
	14.50
	19.69

	Local Rice
	28.00
	28.00
	28.00
	28.00
	28.00
	26.00
	N/A
	26.00
	26.00
	N/A
	26.00
	27.11

	Broken Rice
	24.00
	24.00
	24.00
	24.00
	24.00
	26.00
	25.00
	26.00
	26.00
	N/A
	25.00
	24.80

	Long Grain Rice
	26.00
	26.00
	26.00
	26.00
	26.00
	N/A
	N/A
	28.00
	28.00
	N/A
	28.00
	26.75

	Findo
	N/A
	N/A
	90.00
	93.80
	97.35
	N/A
	N/A
	80.00
	N/A
	75.00
	N/A
	87.23

	VEGETABLES

	Cabbage
	48.80
	44.00
	45.60
	48.10
	46.00
	32.55
	30.00
	30.00
	30.00
	34.88
	31.42
	38.30

	Lettuce
	39.40
	N/A
	37.67
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	166.66
	81.24

	Large pepper (Hot)
	135.07
	134.87
	133.90
	132.50
	N/A
	106.66
	105.00
	102.00
	110.02
	102.00
	100.00
	116.20

	Okra
	77.80
	74.80
	73.40
	N/A
	75.06
	75.00
	N/A
	60.00
	78.95
	70.00
	72.00
	73.00

	Egg plant
	N/A
	40.00
	43.67
	N/A
	46.03
	30.00
	30.00
	30.00
	38.46
	N/A
	40.00
	37.27

	Wonjo
	134.54
	133.67
	138.10
	137.50
	138.85
	96.25
	90.00
	83.33
	86.66
	89.61
	N/A
	112.85

	Bitter tomato
	42.51
	44.00
	41.40
	43.70
	42.73
	N/A
	40.00
	50.00
	44.82
	41.57
	42.50
	43.32

	Tomato big size
	44.40
	42.00
	41.00
	43.20
	48.81
	47.62
	N/A
	N/A
	48.37
	N/A
	48.33
	45.47

	Imported Onion
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	35.00
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	35.00
	N/A
	35.00
	35.00

	Local Onion
	30.00
	30.00
	30.00
	35.00
	30.00
	30.00
	25.00
	30.00
	30.00
	35.00
	30.00
	30.45

	ROOTs & TUBERS

	Carrot
	62.3
	65
	65.78
	64
	63.59
	N/A
	53.00
	70.00
	57.69
	N/A
	50.00
	61.26

	Cassava
	43
	43.01
	46.9
	44.1
	41.7
	34.05
	30.00
	40.00
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	40.35

	Sweet Potato
	54.7
	N/A
	48.8
	48.9
	47.5
	35.00
	35.00
	40.00
	37.78
	N/A
	30.00
	41.96

	Irish Potato
	35
	35
	35
	40
	37.86
	40.00
	40.00
	40.00
	35.00
	N/A
	35.00
	37.29

	Fruits, Nuts and Legumes

	Mangoes
	N/A
	N/A
	50.90
	N/A
	N/A
	30.00
	20.00
	20.00
	25.00
	30.00
	30.00
	29.41

	Lemon
	48.26
	N/A
	45.60
	49.10
	N/A
	31.74
	N/A
	40.00
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	42.94

	Pumkin
	N/A
	N/A
	46.60
	N/A
	N/A
	40.00
	N/A
	30.00
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	38.87

	Banana
	45.00
	N/A
	43.66
	N/A
	37.31
	N/A
	N/A
	75.00
	30.00
	N/A
	25.00
	42.66

	Pawpaw
	45.00
	50.00
	N/A
	40.00
	N/A
	53.33
	35.00
	N/A
	30.00
	35.00
	28.00
	39.54

	Decorticated G/Nut
	45.00
	44.50
	42.40
	48.40
	50.00
	N/A
	22.00
	35.00
	20.00
	N/A
	30.00
	37.48

	Undecorticated G/nut
	N/A
	36.40
	34.30
	N/A
	N/A
	45.00
	35.00
	N/A
	40.00
	30.00
	25.00
	35.10

	Beans
	45.00
	50.00
	40.00
	50.00
	45.00
	N/A
	N/A
	40.00
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	45.00

	LIVESTOCK

	Beef Meat&Bone
	175.00
	190.00
	200.00
	175.00
	200.00
	170.00
	180.00
	150.00
	150.00
	N/A
	160.00
	175.00

	Beef Steak
	225.00
	225.00
	225.00
	200.00
	225.00
	170.00
	200.00
	200.00
	N/A
	150.00
	175.00
	199.50

	Mutton
	200.00
	N/A
	225.00
	200.00
	225.00
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	212.50


        Source: planning services Unit Ministry of Agriculture
4.2 CROP PROTECTION
4.3 DEPARTMENT OF LIVESTOCK SEVICES
The Livestock situation in the Country is now satisfactory due to the abundance of feed and water in all the regions. Clinical treatment figures have started to dwindle down as animals’ health status and productivity are rising owing to the availability of succulent palatable grasses in all pastures.

 In CRR-N, 299 heads of cattle of which 160 were vaccinated against Haemorrhagic Septicaemia 43 were vaccinated against black quarter, 96 were treated for suspected cases of multiple diseases, 120 goats, 72, and Sheep, 23 horses and 12 donkeys were treated during the second deca of August.

LRR reported that 179 heads of cattle, 133 Sheep, 119 goats, 16 horses, 28 donkeys and 12 dogs were treated. Treatment CRR-S, 24 heads of cattle 41 Sheep 7 horses and 5 donkeys were treated. Clinical treatment figures for NBR and WCR were not available during the second deca of August.

It is paramount to note that the clinical cases received in this deca were suspected cases of various diseases and the vaccinations were provided on prophylactic bases. The Department of Livestock Services will not relent on the prevention and control of animal diseases in the Country.
4.4 FISHERIES
N/A
5.0 NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AGENCY (NDMA)
N/A
6.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)
N/A
Banjul August 21ST 2015
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